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STAYING STRONG IN A SINFUL WORLD
Dr. P. Selvaraj, Pollachi

With bitter : Sin is the ultimate addition

Ray C. Stedman : Sin never dies of old age; With smug, dogmatic certainty,
Job's friends conclude that Job is afflicted because he has committed a terrible
sin (God sometimes uses tragic or painful circumstances to get our attention
when we have wandered away from Him... When we violate the law's of
God's universe, our bodies will have to pay the price in poor health and even
intense suffering.. also, bad things happen to good people)

2Peter 2:7-8 (NLT) : God rescued Lot out of Sodom because he was a
righteous man. Lot was sick of the shameful immorality of the wicked
people around him. He was tormented in his soul by the wickedness he saw
and heard day after day.

1Corinthians 5:9-10 (NLT) : Paul told the believers not to associate
with people who indulge in seccual sin. He wasn't talking about unbelievers
Believers can't avoid people like that. Can they?

Malachi 2:15b-16 (NLT) : We should guard our heart for staying strong
in a sinful world.

Matthew 15:19 (NLT) : Evil thoughts, murder, adultery, seccual
immorality, theft, lying and slander come from our heart. 1Peter 1:13 (NLT):
We should think clearly and exercise self - control.

HOW TO KEEP OUR HEART RIGHT?

1. Identifying people by their actions. We can identify a tree by its fruit. Be
diligent about people who are likely to influence the way you think, the
way you speak and the way you live. If sinners entice us, we should not
give in to them, - Matthew 7:20; Proverbs 1:10.

2. If we break God's laws Jesus will disown us on the judgement day ...
Through the law we become conscious of sin. - Matthew 7:23; Romans
3:20b.

3. Refusing to let world corrupt us. Religion can't help us in this. When we
refuse to let the world corrupt we're following a pure and genuine religion
in the sight of God. Jesus warned his disciples to be on their guard
against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. - James 1:27;
Luke 12:1b.

4. Thinking clearly and exercising self - control. Our hope is in the gracious
salvation that will come to us when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world.
We will only be filled with the fruit of our schemes. - 1Peter 1:13;
Proverbs 1:31b.
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