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FRIENDSHIP

Dr. P. Selvaraj, Pollachi

Eight examples of friendship are mentioned in the Key word concordance
of THE PEOPLE STUDY BIBLE - The Living Bible. The list starts with Ru.1:16

"Don't make me (Ruth) leave you (Naomi), for I want to go wherever you
go, and to live wherever you live; your people (Israelites) shall be my people
(not our Mobites) and your God (God of Israel) shall be my God. What a
friendship between a widowed - daughter - law and a windowed mother-in-
law!

"After king saul had finished his conversation with David met Jonathan,
the king son, and there was an immediate bond of love (friendship) between
them. Jonathan swore to be his (David's) blood brother" In KJV we read that
the soul as his own soul? Are there many soul - mates in the present world?
Can there be a friendship that is better than a soul-to-soul friendship. Media
talk about mind-to-mind and even body-to-body friendship, the latter resulting
in a socio pathalogical , pathetic, pervert condition The lesbian relationships
that are anti-nature and anti-God.

In 2Sam 10:2 we come across David saying : "l am going to show
special respect for him ... because his father Nahash was always so loyal and
kind to me". Loyalty and kindness germinate friendship.

Friendship is built on mutual loyalty. There shouldn't be a need for a
question like this recorded in 2King 10:15.

"Are you as (Jehonadas) as loyal to me (Jehu) as | am to you?"

We read in Job 2:11 : "When three of Job's friends (Elipahz, Bildad and
Zophar) heard of all the tragedy that had befallen him (Job), they get in touch
with each other and traveled from their homes to comfort and console him..."
Doesn't Sage Thiruvalluvar defines friendship as 'ldukkan Kalaivathu'
(Trandslitereted Tamil phrase) meaning taking away ones (a friend's) sorrow.

Jesus and Lazarus were 'good friends' (Jn 11:3), 'close friends' (Jn. 11:36)
The Jewish Leaders said : " See how much he (Jesus) loved him (Lazarus)".
...Jesus was moved with deep anguish (because Lazarus was dead). Just think
about the depth of friendship between Jesus and Lazarus.

Paul said : "Tell Priscilla and Aquila 'hello' Rom. 16:3) compare this
'hello’ with the formally, habitually, or formality-intended 'hello’ in places and
web chat tooms. "Greet my good friend Epaenatus” also said Paul (Rom.
16:5 as ninth example). Romans chapter 16 itself is full of hellos, greetings,
good wishes and commendations.

The list concludes with Phil. 2:22:

"... He (Timothy) has been just like a son to me in helping me (Paul)
preach the Good News. Age-gap is no bar for developing friendship. similarly,
gender - too is not a barrier to friendship. That can be discussed in a separate
write - up. (because of confletine views, caused by cultural ethos, of course!).

A FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND INDEED. Yes, indeed!YES in the
true sense of what the WORD OF TRUTH says about Friendship. Amen!
Alleluiah!! 13



