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PREACHING TRUE TO CALLING
Dr. P. Selvaraj, Pollachi

"It is not enough, .... that the man of God Preach (Prophesy) the truth ....
without being personal the true prophet (Preacher) will ... Pierce the conscience
of each listener as if the message had been directed to him (her) alone" - A.-W.
Tozer.

These words of A.W. Tozer motivated me to write this message. | took his
view as a hypothesis that [ wanted to test on the basis of a few key verses in the
Bible on the topic of preaching. "Before the resurrected Christ was taken up into
heaven He commissioned his II disciples (excluding Judas Iscariot) to go into all
the world and preach the good news to all creation" (Mark 16:15) Paul gave
Timothy the charge of patience and careful instruction (2Tim. 4:2) Jesus called
His first disciples to whom he said, "The time has come ... the kingdom of God is
near. Repent and believe the good news" (Mark 1:15). Paul writes in 1Cor. 1:17
"For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel not with words of
human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. After Peter
addressed the crowd, the christ who listened to him asked the apostles, "Brothers,
what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be each one of you, baptized in the
name of Christ for the forgiveness of your sins... (Acts. 2:37;38).

Jesus preached boldly fulfilling God's will. Peter preached boldly in obedience
to the great commission. Paul preached boldly true to his calling. Do we preach
true to our calling? We should preach the truth of course, but that's not enough.
We should "pierce the conscience of each listener". Only that would quality as
preaching true to calling. How many sermons lead to repentance these days? not
to speak of baptism.

Jesus preached with authority. The people were amazed at His (Jesus') teaching
(preaching), because he tought (preached to) them as one who had authority, not
as the teachers (preachers) of the Law (pharisees) (Mark 1:22). We may not have
that much authority but we should preach Straight from the heart and direct to
the listener's heart without being hypocrital, at least.

"My (Paul) message and my preaching were not with wise (worldly wise) and
persuasive words but with a demonstration of the (Holy) Spirits Power, So that
your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's Power" (1Corinthians
2:4-5). We can't "pierce the conscience of each listener” unless we are filled with
a the Power of the Holy Spirit. The preacher should be holy enough to receive
that power. "...It is written (in scripture): Be holy, because I am (Jesus Christ)
holy" (1Peter 1:16).
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